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EARLY LESSONS IN POLITICS

IN the year when President Garfield died,
New York saw the unusual sight of two
young " silk-stockings/' neither of whom
had ever been in politics before, running for
office in a popular election. One was the rep-
resentative of vast inherited wealth, the other
of the bluest of the old Knickerbocker blood:
William Waldorf Astor arid Theodore Roose-
velt. One ran for Congress, pouring out
money like water, contemptuously confident
that so he could buy his way in. The news-
papers reported his nightly progress from sa-
loon to saloon, where " the boys " were thirstily
waiting to whoop it up for him, and the size
of " the wad " he left at each place, as with ill-
suppressed disgust he fled to the next. The
other, nominated for the State Legislature on

[47]